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other person, would have almost driven her frantic. Indeed,
she herself sometimes remarked I had more influence over
her than all the rest of the world, which she chiefly attributed
to the affection her darling boy, Tom, entertained for me.

In December 1770 Pott again went to India in the
Cruttenden with Captain Baker, as fifth mate ! About the
same period, too, Tom Forrest went upon a cruise in a
frigate.

Amongst the new acquaintances my family had made
during my voyage to Madras were several young men of
fashion, particularly Sir Watts Horton, Mr. Campbell
(now Lord Gwydir), Mr. Loraine Smith, the Duke of Hamil-
ton, and Mr. Windham, the gentleman I have already (by
anticipation) mentioned as the husband of Miss Cecilia
Forrest, to all of whom I was introduced.

My father having purchased the house next to his own
in St. Albans Street, pulled it down and rebuilt it as an
addition to his, which was easily made from there being a
party wall through which doors were broken. This being
the case the new building had neither staircase nor street
door, a circumstance that created much wonder in persons
passing. The addition made it a most capital mansion, one
of the advantages being, instead of a common passage,
the entering into a handsome hall, with a fire place, the
room that had been my brother's and the clerk's office
being a part of it. In the new dining parlour, towards the
street, was a magnificent marble chimney piece, richly in-
laid with ormolu, which beautiful piece of workmanship
was presented to my father by that ingenious mechanist,
Mr. Cox (the founder of the famous museum that bore hia
name exhibited at Spring Garden rooms) as a token of
gratitude for important benefits conferred by extricating
him from various law suits he had long been involved in.
My father being possessed of a very choice collection of
valuable paintings, the tout ensemble of his new house
when completed was truly elegant.

Notwithstanding I generally spent the evening at some
public place, I was diligent and attentive to business